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SPEECH. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

The  Government  of  the  Commonwealth  having 
been  organized,  for  the  ensuing  political  year,  pur- 
suant to  the  provisions  of  the  constitution,  it  has 
devolved  upon  us  to  enter  upon  the  duties  assigned 
to  our  respective  stations,  and  to  discharge  the  high 
responsibilities  which  we  have  voluntarily  assumed 
to  our  immediate  Constituents,  and  to  the  Country, 
of  which  the  Commonwealth  is  a  part.  In  respect- 
ful compliance  with  the  invariable  usage  on  such 
occasions,  I  now  present  myself  personally,  in  this 
Convention,  to  express  that  sense  of  obligation  with 
which  I  am  deeply  and  gratefully  impressed  for  the 
continued  manifestation  of  the  confidence  of  my 
Fellow  Citizens,  to  repeat  the  assurances,  and  to 
renew,  before  the  Representatives  of  the  People, 
the  pledges  of  faithfulness  in  intention  and  of  earn- 
estness in  endeavour,  to  discharge  with  impartiality 
and  according  to  the  measure  of  my  ability,  the  el- 
evated Office  with  which  I  am  again,  and  most 
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greatly,  honored.  Nor  is  this  improvement  of  op- 
portunity to  be  regarded  as  a  useless,  or  merely  for- 
mal ceremony.  It  may  not  be  deemed  unappro- 
priate  to  our  relations  to  each  other  and  to  the  State, 
that  in  the  commencement  of  an  association  in  pub- 
lic labors,  and  on  entering  upon  common  engage- 
ments, such  intercourse  should  be  had  by  those  who 
are  to  co-operate  in  the  promotion  of  the  general 
welfare,  and  the  success  of  whose  individual  efforts 
depends  as  much  upon  the  influence  of  a  personal 
confidence  in  each  other,  as  upon  consentaneous 
sentiment.  There  is  a  wholesome  sympathy  exci- 
ted, even  by  this  brief  meeting  together,  an  invol- 
untary but  kindly  conciliation  of  mutual  respect,  a 
silent  but  sacred  resolution  of  mutual  assistance 
in  official  duty.  Surely,  if  but  for  such  tendencies 
alone,  the  time  which  is  thus  occupied  is  not  r,o  be 
regretted,  although  neither  information  nor  profit, 
otherwise,  should  result  from  the  occasion.  The 
very  assemblage  of  the  various  Departments  and 
Officers  of  the  Government  is  an  interesting  and 
instructive  spectacle  in  itself.  It  indicates  that  har- 
mony in  purpose,  without  which  there  is  nothing  of 
wisdom  in  public  Councils,  that  concert  and  co-ope- 
ration in  action,  without  which  there  is  nothing  ef- 
fectual to  the  public  service. 

But  little  more  than  two  months  have  elapsed 
since  the  prorogation  of  the  last  Legislature.     To 


u 


that  period,  whatever  matters  were  known  to  me  to 
require  communication  were  officially  submitted  for 
public  consideration.  During  the  recess,  the  diffi- 
cult and  delicate  duty  of  making  numerous  appoint- 
ments, which  the  laws  of  recent  enactment  devolv- 
ed upon  the  Executive,  have,  as  promptly  and  so 
far  as  was  found  practicable,  been  executed.  Un- 
der the  provisions  of  the  act  relating  to  County 
Commissioners,  appointments  have  been  made  in 
all  the  Counties,  save  one,  and  in  this  instance  of 
exception,  the  considerations  which  induced  to  the 
delay,  are  now  satisfied.  A  commission  for  exam- 
ining and  stating  the  accounts  of  the  State  Prison 
has  been  constituted,  and  a  report  of  the  result  of 
the  investigation  is  expected,  in  season  to  be  laid 
before  you,  at  the  present  session.  The  Executive 
Government  of  the  Prison  has  also  been  re-organ- 
ized by  the  designation  of  distinguished  individuals 
to  compose  the  Board  of  Inspectors,  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  skilful  Physician,  and  of  a  Chaplain 
whose  recommendations  import  successful  expe- 
rience and  peculiar  qualifications  for  the  duties  of 
that  highly  interesting  station,  and  by  the  reappoint- 
ment of  the  former  Warden.  The  execution  of  the 
law  has  been  committed  to  the  charge  of  those  who 
were  known  to  be  deeply  excited  to  give  to  the  sys- 
tem of  contemplated  reform  the  most  faithful  ex- 
periment, and  there  is  reason  to  expect,  that  under 
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the  admonitions  of  the  past,  and  with  the  arrange- 
ments for  the  future,  such  disappointments  as  have 
been  heretofore  suffered,  whether  in  the  pecuniary 
results  of  the  employment  of  the  convicts,  or  in  the 
moral  effects  of  penitentiary  discipline,  will  not  re- 
cur, to  be  the  occasion  of  further  distrust  in  the  cor- 
rective power  of  the  Institution,  or  a  tax  upon  the 
Treasury  of  the  State.  Yet  the  entire  benefit  of 
the  change  may  not,  at  once,  be  realized.  Until  the 
completion  of  the  new  Prison,  which  under  the 
strenuous  exertions  of  the  Warden,  is  rapidly  car- 
ried forward,  the  pernicious  influences  of  a  corrup- 
ting intercourse  are  not  to  be  prevented.  The  sol- 
itary cell  alone,  can  withdraw  the  depraved  offender 
from  a  hardening  correspondence  with  kindred  vice, 
and  by  cutting  off  the  sources  of  extraneous  excite- 
ment, leave  his  mind  to  the  occupation  of  reflection, 
to  the  reprovings  of  an  awakened  conscience,  and 
to  the  successful  application  of  means  for  his  refor- 
mation and  moral  improvement. 

Several  Resolves  of  the  Legislature  referring 
the  management  and  disposition  of  an  estate  in 
Charlestown,  which  had  come  to  the  Common- 
wealth by  escheat  from. one  John  N.  Rudberg,  in 
default  of  heirs,  to  the  direction  of  the  Executive, 
have  been  complied  with,  by  causing  possession  to 
be  taken,  and  a  sale  to  be  made  of  the  property. 
For  these  purposes,  the  Treasurer  of  the  Common- 
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wealth  was  constituted  a  special  Agent  for  the  Go- 
vernment, and  has  reported  to  me  a  balance  of 
proceeds  from  the  sale,  after  deducting  expenses, 
of  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty  one  dol- 
lars and  eighty-one  cents,  which,  in  money  and  sa- 
tisfactory securities,  he  has  paid  into  the  Treasury. 
Care  has  been  taken  in  the  conveyance,  to  protect 
the  Commonwealth  against  responsibility,  beyond 
the  amount  of  the  consideration  for  the  purchase? 
without  interest,  in  the  possible  event  of  a  failure 
or  defect  of  title. 

On  the  opening  of  the  present  season,  the  sur- 
veys and*  examinations  of  Country,  upon  the  pro- 
posed Routes  for  Rail  Roads,  were  recommenced, 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  Directors  of  In- 
ternal Improvements,  appointed  by  the  last  Legis- 
lature, and  have  been  prosecuted  with  diligence 
and  successful  application,  to  the  present  time. 
Various  courses  of  the  route  from  the  City  of  Bos~v 
ton  to  Providence,  have  been  run  out  by  the  En- 
gineer, the  levels  of  Country  taken,  and  the  pre- 
ferable direction  selected  and  accurately  defined. 
Estimates  of  expense  in  constructing  the  road,  and 
of  the  probable  use  which  would  be  made  of  it,  are 
in  preparation ;  and  it  is  anticipated,  that  all  the 
information  which  will  be  required,  to  determine 
the  expediency  of  pursuing  this  project  of  improve- 
ment, may  be  presented  in  the  Reports,  which  will 


8 

be  laid  before  you,  during  the  present  session.  An 
application  made  to  the  Legislature  of  Rhode 
Island  for  authority  to  extend  the  work  within  the 
Jurisdiction  of  that  Government,  was  received 
with  expressions  of  the  most  satisfactory  encour- 
agement. The  usual  order  of  public  notice  was 
obtained,  returnable  to  the  next  session,  to  be  held 
the  present  month,  with  liberty,  in  the  mean  time, 
to  prosecute  the  surveys,  and  take  the  necessary 
measures  for  maturing  the  subject  for  a  favorable 
decision. 

A  comparison  of  the  obvious  inducements  to  this 
enterprize,  with  the  prospects  of  advantage  from 
others  of  like  kind,  which  have  been  undertaken 
in  various  parts  of  this  Country  and  in  Europe, 
cannot  fail  to  produce  the  strongest  convictions  of 
its  importance  and  success.  There  can  hardly  be 
found  a  distance  of  way,  to  the  same  extent,  more 
favorable  to  this  species  of  improvement.  Al- 
though not  materially  farther  than  the  present 
course  of  travel,  the  face  of  the  Country  is  less 
unequal.  There  are  population,  and  business,  and 
occasion  for  the  transportation  of  persons  and  of 
goods,  to  require  and  to  support  the  accommoda- 
tion, and  with  the  most  reasonable  tolls,  to  render 
the  expense  of  its  construction  a  profitable  invest- 
ment. Both  the  time  and  the  manner  of  executing 
the  improvement  are  with  the  wisdom  of  the  Le- 


gislature.  That  it  should  be  encouraged  by  the 
Government,  and  speedily  commenced,  I  cannot 
hesitate  to  recommend.  A  joint  concern  with  a 
corporation  to  be  created,  on  a  subscription  to 
some  proportion  of  Stock,  by  the  State,  would 
unite  the  vigilance  of  individual  interest  with  a 
confidence  in  public  agency,  and  ensure  its  most 
effectual  prosecution. 

From  the  greater  extent  of  labors  to  be  perform- 
ed upon  the  Routes  from  the  City  of  Boston  to  the 
Hudson,  although  much  progress  has  been  made 
in  the  work,  no  precise  and  definite  results  are  to 
be  expected,  at  the  present  time.  The  intermedi- 
ate distance  of  country  between  the  surveys,  which 
were  reported  to  the  last  Legislature,  has  been  ex- 
amined, and  the  profiles  and  plans  of  that  Route 
completed.  But  other  routes  promising  a  favora- 
ble comparison,  if  not  a  preference  in  direction, 
are  yet  to  be  attended  to.  Considerable  advances 
have  also  been  made  towards  an  estimate  of  the 
expense  of  construction  and  the  probable  amount 
of  transportation.  The  magnitude  of  the  object 
and  the  great  interest  it  excites,  demand  a  cau- 
tious and  most  faithful  and  thorough  course  of  in- 
vestigation. Sufficient,  however,  has  been  ascer- 
tained to  confirm  a  previous  opinion,  that  a  Rail 
Road  from  the  City  of  Boston  to  the  Hudson,  by  at 
hast  one  route,  is  reasonably  practicable,  and  to  jus- 
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tify  the  Legislature  in  continuing  those  measure* 
of  examination  and  inquiry,  which  are  indispensa- 
ble to  a  judicious  and  satisfactory  decision  upon 
the  expediency  and  best  mode  of  its  construction. 
In  relation  to  so  great  an  enterprize,  those  general 
considerations  of  advantage  to  country,  from  fa- 
cilities to  intercommunication  between  distant  pla- 
ces, from  affording  new  markets  to  produce,  en- 
hancing the  value  of  property,  encouraging  indus- 
try and  increasing  population  by  affording  employ- 
ment to  labor,  are  more  especially  to  be  regarded, 
than  any  direct  and  immediate  profits  from  the  in- 
terest of  money,  which  shall  be  expended.  All 
these  benefits  may  confidently  be  looked  for  in  the 
work  which  has  been  proposed.  Nothing  short  of 
a  personal  knowledge  of  the  country  can  furnish 
a  proper  and  adequate  estimate  of  its  immense  ca- 
pacity for  business  and  improvement.  An  interior 
trade,  tenfold  its  present  amount,  might  be  had  with 
the  sea-board,  but  for  the  expense  of  transporta- 
tion. Lands  would  receive  a  richer  and  more  ge- 
neral cultivation,  if  their  products  could  reach  a 
market.  Manufactures  would  be  established,  wher- 
ever the  tax  upon  the  carriage  of  materials  and  of 
fabrics  did  not  overbalance  the  economy,  other- 
wise, of  their  inland  location.  It  may  safely  be 
assumed,  that  to  many  of  these  existing  establish- 
ments, the  saving  of  expense  in  transportation,  by 
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a  Rail  Road,  would  exceed  the  value  of  all  the  pror 
tection  which  the  most  liberal  tariff  of  duties  ever 
proposed,  would  afford.  Here  then,  is  a  measure 
of  encouragement  to  domestic  industry  within  our 
own  control ; — a  system  of  internal  improvement, 
opposed  to  no  constitutional  scruples,  of  which  no 
interest  can  complain,  and  by  which  all  interests 
will  be  promoted. 

The  Legislature  of  New  York,  in  the  spirit  of 
liberal  and  enlightened  enterprize,  which  has  ever 
so  highly  distinguished  the  Councils  of  that  great 
State,  on  being  made  acquainted  with  the  pro- 
ceedings whish  had  been  had  in  Massachusetts, 
forthwith  passed  a  law,  providing  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  Commissioners,  with  the  most  ample  pow- 
ers in  relation  to  all  measures  necessary  to  be 
adopted,  in  exploring  routes,  completing  surveys, 
and  locating  the  road  from  the  point  of  intersection 
with  the  line  of  the  State  to  its  termination  on  the 
Hudson,  and  by  explicit  enactment,  further  pledged 
the  Legislature,  that,  "  if  the  State  of  Massachu- 
"  setts  shall  construct  a  Rail  Road  from  Boston  to 
"  the  Eastern  Boundary  of  this  State,  either  directly, 
"  or  through  the  medium  of  an  incorporated  Compa~ 
"  ny,  the  Legislature  of  this  State  will  construct  it 
"from  thence  to  the  Hudson  River,  or  grant  to  the 
li  State  of  Massachusetts,  or  some  authorized  Compa- 


a  ny,  the  right  of  so  doing  and  talcing  tolls  thereon. 
"  under  proper  restrictions  as  to  jurisdiction."  Thus 
encouraged  and  strengthened  to  the  undertaking, 
new  inducements  are  added,  to  desire  and  to  seek 
its  accomplishment. 

A  sense  of  duty  impels  me  to  throw  myself 
upon  your  indulgence,  in  earnestly  directing  your 
attention,  at  this  unusual  period,  to  the  state  of 
the  Treasury.  The  obligation  upon  the  Execu- 
tive continually  to  regard  the  concerns  of  the 
Commonwealth,  requires  him  to  be  possessed, 
at  all  times,  of  that  knowledge  of  its  condition, 
which  can  only,  occasionally,  be  communicated  to 
other  departments  of  the  Government.  The  fiscal 
concerns  of  the  State  have,  commonly  and  most 
conveniently,  been  the  subject  of  arrangement,  in 
the  winter  session,  and  the  annual  exhibit  of  the 
Treasury  then  made,  is  usually  the  basis  of  the 
necessary  provision  of  revenue  for  the  year.  But 
any  omission  in  this  respect,  at  one  opportunity, 
may  well  be  supplied  at  another,  and  the  occa- 
sion for  doing  it,  at  this  time,  I  now  beg  leave 
respectfully  to  submit  to  your  consideration,  and  to 
the  responsibleness  of  your  decision. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  year,  the  balance  in  the 
Treasury  but  little  exceeded  the  sum  of  Twenty 
Thousand  Dollars.  This  amount  was  then  charge- 
able with  arrearages  of  dues  from  the  Common- 
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wealth,  for  which,  almost  immediately,  it  was  ab- 
sorbed in  warrants  presented  for  payment.  It  was 
shown  by  reference  to  the  accounts  of  several 
preceding  years,  that  the  annual  expenditures  had 
considerably  exceeded  the  receipts,  and  from  offi- 
cial estimates  of  the  Treasurer  it  was  made  appar- 
ent, that  in  the  neglect  to  provide  additional  in- 
come, a  deficiency  would  continue  to  result  and 
must  be  constantly  augmenting.  To  meet  the 
pressing  occasions  of  the  Government,  at  that  time, 
the  Treasurer  was  authorized  to  borrow  to  the 
amount  of  One  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  Dollars, 
in  anticipation  ,of  the  receipts  available  from  the 
Auction  duties  and  the  semi-annual  payment  of  the 
Bank  tax,  in  April.  This  authority  has  been  exer- 
cised, almost  to  its  full  extent.  It  now  appears, 
that  after  applying  Seventy  thousand  Dollars  of  the 
Bank  taxes  and  Auction  duties,  subsequently  re- 
ceived, towards  the  repayment  of  the  Loan,  and 
with  a  balance  of  cash  in  the  Treasury,  less  than  at 
the  commencement  of  the  year,  there  remains  a  debt 
against  the  Commonwealth  of  Sixty  thousand 
Dollars.  It  must  be  well  understood,  that  noth- 
ing is  again  payable  into  the  Treasury,  except  an 
inconsiderable  sum  of  Auction  duties,  until  the 
semi-annual  instalment  of  the  Bank  tax,  in  October 
next.  In  the  mean  time,  the  debit  will  be  increased 
by  the  expenses  of  the  present  session  of  the  Legis- 
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lature,  the  accruing  charges  of  the  civil  list,  and 
such  special  appropriations  as  the  service  of  the 
Government  may  be  found  to  require.  There  can 
be  little  doubt,  that  at  the  end  of  the  year,  unless 
some  extraordinary  relief  is  now  afforded,  a  large 
balance  of  debt  will  exist,  beyond  any  funds  in  the 
Treasury  to  redeem,  or  any  appropriations  to  sat- 
isfy. With  what  views  of  policy  this  can  be  per- 
mitted, I  am  wholly  unable  to  comprehend.  It 
would  seem  haYdly  consistent  with  the  dignity  and 
independent  sovereignty  of  a  State,  in  the  midst  of 
plenty  and  abundant  resources,  to  be  constantly 
anticipating  a  periodical  receipt  of  means,  by  a 
resort  to  temporary  expedients,  in  credits  and  loans, 
and  like  an  improvident  and  thriftless  individual, 
to  be  alternately  borrowing  and  paying,  and  in  debt 
and  dependence  to  the  last.  From  such  humilia- 
tion there  will  be  no  escape,  but  in  meeting,  fairly 
and  promptly,  the  occasion  of  our  wants,  and  effec- 
tually drawing  upon  the  resources  of  the  State  for 
their  constant  and  adequate  supply.  I  am  not 
aware,  that  there  is  any  thing  of  prodigality  in  the 
expenditures  of  the  Government  to  be  reformed, 
or  that  much  would  usefully  be  saved  by  any  meas- 
ures of  retrenchment  which  can  be  proposed.  It 
is  true  indeed,  that  the  public  servants,  those  la- 
borers, who  of  all  others,  if  faithful,  are  most 
worthy  of  their  hire,  might  be  stinted  in  their  re- 
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ward  ;— that  the  munificence  of  the  Government 
in  that  noble  deed  of  charity,  which  supports  and 
educates  a  class  of  the  most  unfortunate  of  our 
Fellow  Beings,  might  be  withheld  ; — that  the  liber- 
ality which  gives  encouragement  to  Agriculture 
and  Manufactures,  might  be  withdrawn,  and  all  ap- 
propriations for  public  improvements  henceforth,  be 
denied.  But  what  wise  man  would  desire,  or  what 
independent  enlightened  Legislator  could  consent 
to  this  ?  The  present  embarrassment  has  not  so 
much  resulted  from  unusual  appropriations,  as  from 
the  defect  of  former  sources  of  revenue.  The  loss 
of  interest  upo'n  a  large  amount  of  public  Stocks, 
expended  in  the  late  war,  and  the  omission  of  the 
grant  of  an  annual  State  tax,  for  several  successive 
years,  are  its  more  obvious  occasions.  Had  only 
this  latter  customary  measure  been  continued,  there 
would  have  been  no  deficit.  I  now  distinctly  re- 
commend a  recurrence  to  it,  for  a  sufficient  amount 
to  supply  the  exhausted  Treasury.  If  a  tax  shall 
be  granted  at  the  present  session,  the  assessment 
of  it  may  conveniently  be  added  to  the  other  taxes 
of  the  year  for  municipal  purposes,  and  its  collec- 
tion seasonably  made,  to  meet  a  new  loan  on  short 
credit,  which  it  will  be  indispensably  necessary  im- 
mediately to  obtain.  It  is  much  truer  of  Govern- 
ments than  of  Individuals,  that  the  want  of  money 
*s  the  absence  of  power.     It  has  a  tendency,  in  the 
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former,  to  repress  the  public  energies,  to  discour- 
age a  generous  spirit  of  enterprize,  and  to  produce 
contracted  and  false  views  of  obligations  to 
Country.  It  is  anxiously  to  be  looked  to,  that 
such  effects  upon  the  great  and  growing  interests 
of  this  Commonwealth  are  not  now  experienced. 
That  mere  poverty  of  the  Treasury,  while  there  is 
abundance  in  the  Community,  shall  not  be  suffered 
to  defeat  purposes  of  the  most  desirable  accom- 
plishment. That  a  profitless  objection  of  want  of 
present  means,  with  no  effort  to  obtain  them,  may 
not  arrest  the  progress  of  those  improvements, 
which  will  create  wealth,  multiply  resources,  and 
give  increased  prosperity  to  the  State.  Whatever 
difficulty  yet  exists,  is  within  the  immediate  power 
of  the  Legislature  to  control.  Let  a  requisition  be 
made  for  the  necessary  supplies,  and  the  hands  and 
hearts  of  the  people  are  open  to  afford  them. 

The  early  recurrence  of  the  constitutional  period 
for  the  choice  of  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States  requires  the  performance  of  an 
important  duty  by  the  Legislature,  at  the  present 
session,  in  directing  the  manner  of  appointing 
Electors  on  the  part  of  this  Commonwealth.  With 
a  knowledge  of  the  almost  universal  sentiment  of 
your  Constituents  to  direct  you,  this  will  be  no  dif- 
ficult service.  Confidence  in  the  republican  prin- 
ciples and  eminent  qualifications  of  the  present 
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Chief  Magistrate,  experience  of  his  capacity  and 
devoted  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of  the  high  trusts 
with  which  he  has  been  invested,  and  a  cordial 
approval  of  the  measures,  generally,  of  his  admin- 
istration, have  created  for  him  a  preference  with 
the  people  of  Massachusetts,  which  they  will  doubt- 
less claim  the  opportunity  fully  to  express.  Yet  we 
cannot  be  indifferent  to  the  diversity  of  opinion 
which  exists  among  our  Fellow  Citizens,  in  other 
parts  of  the  Union.  It  is  indeed  deeply  to  be  la- 
mented, that  on  a  subject  of  common  and  equal 
concern  to  the  whole  nation,  a  spirit  should  any 
where  be  indulged,  in  reference  to  competitors  for 
this  exalted  station,  unfavorable  to  the  patriotic 
exercise  of  the  important  duty  of  selection ; — that 
the  bitterness  of  discordant  feelings,  a  jealousy  of 
sectional  interests,  political  prejudices,  and  the 
exclusiveness  of  party  associations,  should  be  exci- 
ted, to  impair  the  force  of  considerations  of  personal 
qualification,  and  to  endanger  a  just  regard  being 
had  to  capacity  for  the  public  service.  With  what- 
ever anxiety  the  election  may  be  regarded,  the  senti- 
ments which  are  expressed,  and  the  measures  which 
may  be  pursued  to  effect  the  issue,  will  be  of  more 
eventful  moment.  Republicans  have  no  fears  that 
the  virtue  of  the  people  will  not  be  effectual  to  re- 
strain, or  to  correct,  the  abuses  of  a  brief  official 
authority.  They  have  no  threats  against  possible 
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disappointment  in  the  canvass.     Exercising  their 
privileges  with  intelligence,  and  discharging  their 
duty  independently  as  freemen,  they  will  respect- 
fully acquiesce  in  any  constitutional  result.     They 
are  not  of  the  class  of  politicians  who  would  set 
the  value  of  the  Union  against  the  issue  of  a  ballot. 
Those  who  would  madly  do  this,  know  little  of  its 
cost.     Theirs  were  not  the  sacrifices  at  which  it 
was  purchased,  nor  theirs  the  blood  with  which  it 
is   cemented.     Better  spirits   formed,  and,  thank 
Heaven,  there  are  brave  spirits  yet,  to  defend  it. 
The  idle  practice  upon  every  occasion  of  discon- 
tent or  excitement,  of  threatening  the  dissolution  of 
the  Union,  should  be  indignantly  reproved.     The 
admonitory  counsels  of  the  Father  of  his  Country 
should  be  reiterated  to  the  ear,  and  to  the  heart, 
of  every  Citizen  of  the   Republic.      The  people 
otherwise  may  not  heed,  because  they  will  not  sec 
the  danger,  until  that  which  is  made  familiar  in 
word,  shall  come  to  be  endured  in  very  deed. 

And  who  are  they  who  would  sacrifice  this  fair 
inheritance  of  freedom,  of  civil  institutions,  of  per- 
sonal security,  and  of  national  happiness,  to  the 
fierce  dominion  of  party,  or  to  the  fancied  advan- 
tages of  a  predominating  sectional  power.  Will 
the  hardy  and  vigorous  Yeomanry  of  the  land,  the 
intelligent  and  enterprising  Artizans,  Manufactu- 
rers and  Mechanics,  in  the  busy  workshops  of  in- 
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dustry  and  invention,  whose  arms  are  nerved  to 
labor,  and  whose  independence  is  in  their  con- 
dition, be  the  only  sufferers  ?  Can  the  salutary 
protection  of  a  presiding  General  Government 
be  withdrawn  from  one  portion  of  Country,  and 
the  authority  of  local  Sovereignties  be  exercised, 
with  more  benignant  influences,  in  another  ?  Let 
there  be  no  such  delusion.  It  is  the  very  extent  of 
our  territory,  the  variety  of  its  soil  and  products, 
an d  the  diversity  of  habits  and  pursuits  among  the 
people,  giving  occasion  for  trade,  exchange  and 
intercourse  which  create  necessity  for  union.  The 
baleful  consequences  of  division  will  be  confined  to 
no  section  of  country.  They  will  be  visited  in  par- 
alizing  jealousies,  alike  upon  the  East  and  upon 
the  West.  They  will  overwhelm  with  appalling 
apprehensions  the  white  population  of  the  South. 
There  is  no  security  to  liberty,  but  in  this  bond  of 
connection.  In  a  mutuality  of  interests  and  the 
obligation  to  common  protection  consist  our  only 
strength — the  prosperity,  as  much  and  as  truly,  of 
the  parts  as  of  the  whole,  of  each  particular  State, 
as  of  the  entire  Nation.  Let  him  then  be  account- 
ed an  enemy  to  his  Country,  who  would  lightly 
esteem  the  integrity  of  the  Union  ;  false  to  the 
people,  who  would  arrest  their  career  of  glory,  by 
inculcating  sentiments,  or  inducing  to  measures* 
which  may  tend  to  its  destruction. 
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The  official  promulgation  of  a  Convention,  which 
has  been  entered  into  between  the  Governments  of 
the  United  States  and  of  Great  Britain,  pursuant  to 
an  article  in  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  respecting  the 
settlement  of  our  North  Eastern  Boundary,  affords 
a  favourable  prospect  of  the  ultimate  amicable  ter- 
mination of  a  controversy,  which  has  seriously 
threatened  to  impair  the  enjoyment  of  the  rights  of 
this  and  a  sister  State,  and  to  disturb  the  peace  of 
the  nation.  Under  the  management  of  the  very 
able  Commissioners  who  have  been  appointed  by 
the  General  Government  to  vindicate  our  just  claims 
to  the  Territory  in  dispute,  we  may  confidently  rely, 
that  the  interest  which  this  Commonwealth  has  in 
the  lands,  will  be  faithfully  protected.  There  prob- 
ably will  be  no  occasion  for  any  Legislative  action, 
on  our  part.  That  this  question,  however,  may  be 
fully  presented  to  your  consideration,  such  corres- 
pondence as  I  have  had  on  the  subject,  with  the 
documents  which  I  have  received,  not  before  com- 
municated to  the  Legislature,  will  be  kid  before 
you.  Upon  the  suggestion  of  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  United  States,  I  have  alrcadv  caused  an  ex- 
animation  to  be  made  in  the  archives  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, for  such  ancient  records  and  papers,  as 
were  supposed  to  be  important  to  the  maintenance 
of  our  title,  and  have  forwarded  copies,  duly  au- 
thenticated, for  the  use  of  the  Commissioners* 
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I  have  to  advise  the  Legislature,  that  a  vacancy 
has  occurred  in  the  office  of  Major  General  of  the 
seventh  Division  of  Militia,  by  the  resignation  and 
honorable  discharge  of  Major  General  John  Whit- 
ing, who,  for  many  years,  has  sustained  that  com- 
mand with  distinguished  reputation  and  public  use- 
fulness. 

There  are  other  topics  of  great  interest  and  mo- 
ment, which  cannot  fail  to  receive  your  attention, 
at  the  earliest  convenient  season.  In  a  session,  by 
usage  almost  exclusively  appropriated  to  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Government,  and  for  the  disposal  of 
such  subjects  only,  as  do  not  admit  of  postponement, 
it  would  be  practically  useless  to  press  upon  you 
their  discussion.  Whenever  measures,  which  have 
already  repeatedly  been  proposed,  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  system  of  education,  for  the  greater 
encouragement  of  domestic  skill  and  industry,  for 
the  relief,  reform,  and  higher  efficiency  of  the  Mili- 
tia, and  for  an  adequate  supply  of  revenue  from  es- 
tablished and  permanent  sources,  can  be  matured 
by  the  councils  of  the  Legislature,  I  doubt  not,  they 
will  meet  your  most  ready  adoption.  In  the  early 
arrangements  of  our  ancestors,  having  reference  to 
these  objects,  the  foundations  were  laid  of  that 
prosperity  and  glory,  which  have  hitherto  so  highly 
distinguished  the  condition  of  the  Commonwealth. 
The  happiness  of  the  people  rests  on  the  basis  of 
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progressive  improvement.  In  the  advance  of  socie- 
ty, with  a  rapid  increase  of  population,  in  the  mul- 
tiplied pursuits  and  infinitely  varied  interests  of  an 
enterprizing  community,  there  needs  must  be  occa- 
sion for  enlarged  capacities  for  intellectual  attain- 
ment, and  a  wider  scope  for  the  exercise  of  physi- 
cal energies  and  action.  To  provide  for  these  is 
the  privilege  of  the  present  age.  The  example  of 
our  venerated  Fathers  and  Predecessors  has  point- 
ed to  us  the  course^  and  their  principles  will  guide 
us  to  the  end  of  all  our  public  duties.  Their  foot- 
steps were  ever  in  the  pathway  of  a  noble  disinter- 
estedness. In  severe  privations,  and  through  sacri- 
fices and  sufferings,  they  attained  to  the  possessions, 
which,  without  toil  and  in  personal  comfort,  we  re- 
ceive as  an  inheritance.  If  we  are  but  faithful  to 
their  counsels  and  just  to  our  true  interests,  with 
the  continuance  of  that  divine  blessing  which  con- 
ducted them  in  safety,  and  on  which  we  would 
humbly  rely,  we  too  shall  find  security  to  our  pres- 
ent enjoyments,  and  have  the  best  assurance  of  pro- 
viding for  the  happiness,  and  meriting  the  gratitude, 
of  our  posterity. 

LEVI  LINCOLN. 
State  House,  Boston,  June  2,  1828. 
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